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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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I )Q Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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dDETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-5, 7, 9, 12-15, 17, 19-25, 27, 29, 32-35 and 37 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Taylor et al. (US 2004/0047009). 



Regarding claims 1 and 21, Taylor discloses an imaging system for imaging a bound 
document, comprising: 

a cradle for supporting the bound document (fig. 6A, cradle assembly 200, paragraph 
[0101]); 

a cradle positioning mechanism configured to selectively position the cradle 
and the bound document supported thereon relative to a camera (paragraph [0101]); and 

a controller in communication with the cradle positioning mechanism for controlling the 
cradle positioning mechanism to automatically position the cradle and the bound document 
supported thereon based on the location of the page being imaged relative to the camera 
(paragraphs [0109 and 0110] describe controlling positions of pages). 

Regarding claims 2 and 22, Taylor discloses the imaging system of claim 1, wherein the 
controller controls the cradle positioning mechanism such that a gutter between two facing pages 
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of the book remains in approximately a same location relative to the camera (figs. 6A-8B, 
paragraphs [0107-0109]). 

Regarding claims 3 and 23, Taylor discloses the imaging system of claim 1, wherein the 
controller controls the cradle positioning mechanism such that a surface plane of each page being 
imaged is approximately in a same position relative to the camera (paragraph [0109]). 

Regarding claims 4 and 24, Taylor discloses the imaging system of claim 1, wherein the 
controller controls the cradle positioning mechanism such that the positioning of the cradle is a 
compromise between maintaining a gutter between two facing pages of the book in 
approximately a same location relative to the camera and maintaining a surface plane of each 
page being imaged at approximately a same position relative to the camera (figs. 6A-8B, 
paragraph [0110]). 

Regarding claims 5 and 25, Taylor discloses the imaging system of claim 1, wherein the 
cradle positioning mechanism comprises a servo motor and a shaft controlled by the motor to 
position the cradle (paragraph [0096]). 

Regarding claims 7 and 27, Taylor discloses the imaging system of claim 1, further 
comprising a sensor selected from the group consisting of 3D camera, range finder, laser, and 
edge detector to facilitate the controller in controlling the cradle positioning mechanism based on 
the location of the page being imaged relative to the camera ([01 10], line 11). 

Regarding claim 9, Taylor discloses the imaging system of claim 1, wherein the 
controller controls the cradle positioning mechanism based at least in part on one of a thickness 
of the document and a width of a gutter of the cradle ([0108-0109]). 
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Regarding claim 12, Taylor discloses the imaging system of claim 1, wherein the cradle 
comprises two angled sides for supporting each side of the bound document when the bound 
document is open, and a gutter between the two angled sides for supporting a center portion of 
the bound document, the gutter being adjustable in width (figs. 6A-8B show the left and right 
cradle halves and different angles for adjustment for different thickness [0101]). 

Regarding claim 13, Taylor discloses the imaging system of claim 1, wherein the cradle 
comprises two portions movable relative to each other to selectively adjust a width of the gutter 
(please refer to claim 12). 

Regarding claims 14 and 34, Taylor discloses the imaging system of claim 1, wherein the 
cradle supports the bound document when open such that the opening angle of the bound 
document is between approximately 100°and 135°(the angle can be adjusted to any degree of 
openings as evidenced by figs. 6A-8B). 

Regarding claims 15 and 35, Taylor discloses the imaging system of claim 1, wherein the 
cradle holds the open bound document such that a center axis of the open bound document is 
tilted at an angle toward an operator (figs. 6A-8B). 

Regarding claims 17 and 37, Taylor discloses the imaging system of claim 1, further 
comprising a document securing mechanism for securing the document to the cradle, the 
document securing mechanism being selected from the group consisting of clip, clamp, magnetic 
plate for insertion inside a front cover of the document, and magnetic plate for insertion inside a 
back cover of the document (book cover clamp 214, [0096]). 

Regarding claim 19, Taylor discloses an imaging system for imaging a bound document, 

I* 

comprising a cradle for supporting the bound document in an open position, the cradle including 
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two angled sides for supporting each side of the open bound document, the two sides being 
movable relative to each other so as to selectively adjust a distance there between (figs. 6A-8B, 
[0101], please refer to claim 1). 

Regarding claim 20, Taylor discloses an imaging system of claim 19, wherein the two 
angled sides of the cradle form an opening there between through which a center spine portion of 
the bound document is positioned (fig. 6A-8B). 

27. The method of claim 21, further comprising the step of sensing a parameter of the 
document using a sensor selected from the group consisting of 3D camera, range finder, laser, 
and edge detector to facilitate the controller in controlling the cradle positioner based on the 
location of the page being imaged relative to the camera. 

Regarding claim 29, Taylor discloses the method of claim 21, wherein the positioning of 
the cradle is based at least in part on one of a thickness of the document and a width of a gutter 
of the cradle 9[0101]). 

Regarding claim 32, Taylor discloses the method of claim 21, further comprising the step 
of adjusting a width of a gutter of the cradle according to a thickness of the document, the cradle 
having two angled sides for supporting each side of the bound document when the bound 
document is open and a gutter between the two angled sides for supporting a center portion of 
the bound document (figs. 6A-8B, [0101]). 

Regarding claim 33, Taylor discloses the method of claim 21, further comprising the step 
of adjusting a width of a gutter of the cradle according to a thickness of the document, the cradle 
having two portions movable relative to each other to selectively adjust the width of the gutter 
(figs. 6A-8B, [0101]). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 



3. Claims 6, 8, 10, 11, 16, 18, 26, 28, 30, 31, 36 and 38 are objected to as being dependent 
upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Houshang Safaipour whose telephone number is (571)272-7412. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. from 6:00am to 2:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Moore can be reached on (571)272-7437. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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